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In this comedy a provincial mayor, having received
a warning from a friend that the Government is sending
an inspector incognito to see how the town is being
run,   calls   an   emergency   meeting   of  his   colleagues.
They are in  anxious  consultation when  news arrives
that a young man has been  staying at the  local inn
for a fortnight without paying his  bill.    The  Mayor
decides   that   this   high-handed   visitor  must   be   the
inspector and heads a belated deputation to welcome
him.    Actually,   the  young  man  is   a   clerk  who  has
gambled away his money and, when the mayor arrives,
he imagines that the landlord has summoned him and
is at first as scared of the Mayor as the latter is of him.
After a while,  however,  he guesses something of the
truth and suffers himself to be led off to the Mayor's
house where he is royally entertained and flirts indis-
criminately with the wife and daughter.    Each of the
town officials forestalls his attempts at raising a loan
by offering bribes to ensure a good report on his return
to St. Petersburg, and he finally goes off with a con-
siderable sum and the promise of the Mayor's daughter
in marriage.    It is only after his departure that the
postmaster, whose habit it is to open the correspondence
that   passes   through   his   hands,   discovers   the   truth
from a letter the clerk had written to a friend telling
him of his adventures.    This he reads aloud,  to the
joy of all those who have suffered from the Mayor's
pomposity,   and   the   play   ends   with   a   peremptory
summons from the real Inspector who has just arrived
in the town.

The play is a satire on Russian bureaucracy. Though
everyone in it is dishonest, it is not bitter or unsym-
pathetic but a classic comic creation. The Censor
would have banned the piece had not the Emperor
himself read it with much amusement and ordered its
performance. Even after a hundred years the play
is frequently staged in Russia and, with the English